AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS: 

Please amend claims 1-39 as indicated in the following listing of claims. This 
listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the application: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A method for providing a credit card product, 
comprising: 

send i ng an appl i cant a cred i t card that has not b oo n act i vatod; 

r e quir i ng th e appl i cant to answ e r at l e ast a first risk splitting qu e stion and a 
s e cond r i sk sp li tt i ng qu e st i on, th e s e cond r i sk spl i tt i ng qu e stion b ei ng bas e d on a rop l y 
to th e f i rst risk spl i tt i ng qu e st i on, wh e r e in th e s e cond r i sk - sp li tt i ng qu e st i on is conf i gur e d 
to el icit d e tai le d i nformation r e garding subj e ct matt e r a ssociat e d with th e f i rst r i sk - 
sp li tt i ng qu e stion; 

associating a financial account with an un-activated credit card that is provided to 
an applicant, wherein the associating is performed by a computer svstem configured to 
communicate with the applicant over a communication network: 

analyzing, by the computer svstem. a first response to a first risk splitting 
guestion provided to the applicant: 

generating, by the computer system, a second risk splitting Question based on 
the first response for provision to the applicant, the second risk splitting guestion being 
configured to elicit additional information regarding subiect matter associated with the 
first response; 
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determining , by the computer system, a credit limit for the financial account 
appl i cant based on the appl i cant's answ e rs first response and a second response by the 
applicant to the second risk splitting question to tho r i sk sp li tting quostions : and 

activating , by the computer system, the credit card with the credit limit. 

2. (Currently Amended) [[A]] The method according to claim 1 , wherein 
associatinq the financial account includes: 

generating, for the applicant, the financial account based s a i d s e nd i ng th e 
app li cant a cr e d i t card that has not b ee n activat e d d e p e nds on prior approval of the 
financial account based on credit bureau information. 

3. (Currently Amended) ) [[A]] The method according to claim 2 , wh e r ei n 
said m e thod further compr i s e s including: 

assigning a temporary credit limit for the financial account based on the credit 
bureau information. 

4. (Currently Amended) ) [[A]] The method according to claim 3, wherein 
sa i d method further compr i sos the un-activated credit card is provided to the applicant 
without informing the applicant of a the temporary credit limit. 

5. (Currently Amended) ) [[A]] The method according to claim 1 , wherein 
analyzing the first response to the first risk splitting guestion further includes: 
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inviting the applicant to telephone an issuer to activate the credit card by 
telephone, 

6. (Currently Amended) ) [[A]] The method according to claim 5, wherein 
the method further comprises a live person posing the first and second risk-splitting 
questions to the applicant and translating the respective first and second responses into 
a standardized format. 

7. (Currently Amended) ) [[A]] The method according to claim 5, wherein 
the method further comprises a voice recognition unit posing the first and second risk- 
splitting questions to the applicant and requiring that the applicant respond in a 
standardized format. 

8. (Currently Amended) ) [[A]] The method according to claim 5, wherein 
the method further comprises a means for confirming the applicant's responses to the 
first and second risk-splitting questions. 

9. (Currently Amended) ) [[A]] The method according to claim 1 , wherein 
the determining the credit limit is based on credit bureau information associated with the 
applicant and the applicant's first and second responses to the first and second risk- 
splitting questions. 



10. (Currently Amended) A The method according to claim 9, wherein tl=ie- 
mothod further comprisos factor i ng oxtorna l data i nto the dotorm i nation of the cred i t 
timitr determining the credit limit further includes: 

determining the credit limit based on external data obtained from an entity that is 
remote from the computer system 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) ) [[A]] The method according to claim 1 , wherein 
actiyating the credit card comprises cross-selling at least one other product based upon 
the applicant's responses to at least one of the first and second risk-splitting questions. 

12. (Currently Amended) A system for proyiding a credit card product, said 
system comprising: 

m e ans for s e nd i ng an app li cant a cr e d i t card that has not b ee n actiyated; 

moans for requir i ng tho appl i cant to answ e r at l east a f i rst r i sk sp l itting question 
and a s e cond r i sk - sp l itt i ng qu e st i on, th e s e cond r i sk sp l itt i ng qu e stion b e ing basod on a 
r e ply to th e f i rst r i sk spl i tt i ng gu e stion . wh e r ei n th e s e cond r i sk - sp li tting gu e stion is 
conf i gur e d to el ic i t d e tail e d informat i on r e gard i ng sub je ct matt e r associat e d w i th th e f i rst 
risk - sp l itting gu e stio FH - 

means for generating a financial account associated with an un-actiyated credit 
card that is proyided to an applicant: 

means for analyzing a first response to a first risk splitting guestion proyided to 
the applicant: 
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means for generating a second risk splitting question based on the first response 
for provision to the applicant, the second risk splitting guestion being configured to elicit 
additional information regarding subject matter associated with the first response: 

means for determining a credit limit for the financial account appl i cant based on 
the app li cant's answ e rs first response and a second response by the applicant to the 
second risk splitting question to th e r i sk - sp l itting qu e st i ons ; and 

means for activating the credit card with the credit limit. 

13. (Currently Amended) ) frA]] The system according to claim 12 . wh e r ei n 
sa i d m e ans for r e quir i ng th e app li cant to answ e r r i sk - sp li tt i ng qu e st i ons comprises 
further comprising: 

means for receiving the first and second response from the applicant m e ans for 
answ e r i ng and act i vat i ng th e cr e d i t card via the Interne t: and 
means for activating the credit card via the Internet . 

14. (Currently Amended) ) [[A]] The system according to claim 13, further 
comprising means for assigning a temporary credit limit for the financial account based 
on credit bureau information. 

1 5. (Currently Amended) [[A]] The system according to claim 14, further 
comprising means for confirming the applicant's answers to the risk-splitting questions. 
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16. (Currently Amended) [[A]] The systenn according to claim 15, wherein the 
means for determining a credit limit includes means for analyzing credit bureau 
information and the first and second responses to determine the credit limit. fm#teF 
compr i s i ng moans for comb i n i ng credit bur e au i nformation and the app l icant's answ e rs 
to die risk splitting questions. 

1 7. (Currently Amended) A computer program product for providing a credit 
card product, the computer program product comprising computer-readable media 
having computer-readable code, the computer program product comprising the 
following computer-readable program code for effecting actions in a computing platfomi: 

program code for identifying an applicant based upon an answ e r a response to at 
least a first risk-splitting question; 

program code for selecting a second risk-splitting question based on the 
response answ e r to the first risk-splitting question, wherein the second risk-splitting 
question is configured to elicit detailed information regarding subject matter associated 
with the first risk-splitting question; 

program code for incorporating credit bureau information into a calculation of a 
credit limit; and 

program code for calculating an increase to the a cred i t bureau credit limit based 
upon (a) at least one of the answor response to first risk-splitting Question and a second 
response to the second risk-splitting guestion to tho risk sp l itt i ng quest i on and (b) the 
credit bureau information. 



-7- 



1 8. (Currently Amended) [[A]] The computer program product according to 
claim 17, wherein said the program code for calculating an increase to the credit bureau 
credit limit comprises ef program code for incorporating external data. 

19. (Currently Amended) A computer program product for providing a credit 
card product, the computer program product comprising computer-readable media 
having computer-readable code, the computer program product comprising the 
following computer-readable program code for effecting actions in a computing platform: 

program code for identifying an applicant for a credit card based upon a first 
response an answ e r to at least a first risk-splitting question; 

program code for selecting a second risk-splitting question based on the answer 
to the first risk-splitting question, wherein the second risk-splitting question is configured 
to elicit detailed information regarding subject matter associated with the first risk- 
splitting question; 

program code for determining a credit limit associated with the credit card based 
on credit bureau information i ncorporat i ng cr e d i t bur e au i nformat i on i nto th e ca l culat i on 
a cr e d i t l i m i t for th e app l icant ; and 

program code for calculating a decrease to a cred i t bureau the credit limit based 
upon (a) the answ e r first response to the first risk-splitting question and a second 
response to the second risk-splitting guestion and (b) the credit bureau information. 

20. (Previously Presented) A The computer program product according to 
claim 19, wherein the program code for calculating the decrease to the credit limit 
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further includes 6344 ca l cu l ating a tho decr e as e to tho crodit bur e au cr e dit l i m i t 
compr i s e s^ 

of i ncorporat i ng e xt e rna l data 

program code for calculating the credit limit decrease based on external data 
obtained from an entity that is remote from the computer system 

21 . (Currently Amended) A method for providing a credit card product, said 
method comprising: 

s e nding an applicant a cr e d i t card that has b ee n act i vat e d; 

r e quir i ng th e applicant to answ e r at le ast a first risk - sp li tt i ng qu e st i on and a 
s e cond risk - sp li tt i ng qu e st i on, th e s e cond risk sp li tting qu e st i on b ei ng bas e d on a rop l y 
to th e first r i sk spl i tt i ng question, whoroin tho second r i sk sp li tting quost i on i s configured 
to olic i t detai l ed i nformation regard i ng subj e ct matter associated w i th tho f i rst r i sk 
sp li tting qu e stion; 

associating a financial account with an activated credit card that is provided to an 
applicant, wherein the associating is performed by a computer system configured to 
communicate with the applicant over a communication network: 

generating, by the computer system, a first risk splitting guestion for provision to 
the applicant: 

analyzing, by the computer system, a first response to the first risk splitting 
guestion; 

generating, by the computer system, a second risk splitting guestion based on 
the first response for provision to the applicant, the second risk splitting guestion being 
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configured to elicit detailed information regarding subject matter associated with the first 
response; 

detemiining , by the computer system, a credit limit for the financial account 
appl i cant based on the app li cant's answ e rs first response and a second response by the 
applicant to the second risk splitting guestion to th e r i sk - sp l itting qu e st i ons ; and 

increasing the credit Gafd limit to th e cr e d i t li m i t . 

22. (Currently Amended) [[A]] The method according to claim 21 , wherein 
associating the financial account includes: 

generating, for the applicant, the financial account based s aid s e nd i ng tho 
app l icant a crod i t card that has boon act i vat e d doponds on prior approval of the 
financial account based on credit bureau information. 

23. (Currently Amended) [[A]] The method according to claim 22, wherein 
sa i d m e thod furth e r compr i s e s the activated credit card is provided to the applicant 
without ft et informing the applicant of a temporary credit limit. 

24. (Currently Amended) [[A]] The method according to claim 23, wherein 
generating the first risk splitting guestion includes generating infomnation reflecting an 
invitation to the applicant to activate contact a credit card issuer by telephone 

sa i d r e qu i r i ng appl i cant to answ e r r i sk sp l itt i ng qu e st i ons inv i t e s the app li cant to 
t e l e phon e an i ssu e r and activat e th e cr e dit card by t ele phone . 
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25. (Currently Amended) [[A]] The method according to claim 22, wherein 
generating the first and second risk splitting questions includes: 

translating voice data reflecting the risk splitting guestions provided by a person 
sa i d m e thod furth e r compris e s a li v e person pos i ng th e risk - sp li tt i ng qu e st i ons to 
th e appl i cant and trans l at i ng thos e answ e rs into a standardized format. 

26. (Currently Amended) [[A]] The method according to claim 22, wherein- 
said m e thod furth e r compris e s the first and second risk splitting guestions are provided 
to the applicant through a voice recognition unit posing tho r i sk splitt i ng quoctions to tho 
app l icant and roguir i ng that and the method further includes: 

receiving the first and second responses th e app li cant answ e r in a standardized 

format. 

27. (Currently Amended) [[A]] The method according to claim 22, wherein 
said method further comprises: 

a m e ans for c onfirming the first and second responses app li cant's answ e rs to 
the first and second risk-splitting questions. 

28. (Currently Amended) [[A]] The method according to claim 21 , wherein 
determining the credit limit includes: 

determining the credit limit based on credit bureau information and the first and 
second responses. 
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w horo i n sa i d doterm i ning of app li cant's cr e d i t li m i t compr i s e s of comb i n i ng crod i t 
bur e au i nformat i on and th e app l icant's answ e rs to th e risk - sp l itt i ng qu e st i ons. 

29. (Currently Amended) [[A]] The method according to claim 21 2S, wherein 
determining the credit limit further includes: 

determining the credit limit based on external data obtained from an entity that is 
remote from the computer system. 

wh e r e in m e thod furth e r compris e s combin i ng e xt e rna l data i nto th e determ i ning 
of appl i cant's cr e d i t li m i t. 

30. (Currently Amended) [[A]] The method according to claim 1 , wherein 
generating the second risk splitting guestion based on the first response and a 
determination that a credit rating associated with the applicant meets a predetermined 
threshold value. 

furth e r compris i ng d e t e rmining that th e app li cant's cr e d i t rat i ng e xc ee ds a 
thr e sho l d valu e b e for e r e qu i r i ng th e appl i cant to answ e r th e s e cond risk - sp l itt i ng 
qu e stion. 

31 . (Currently Amended) [[A]] The method according to claim 1 , wherein 
r e quir i ng th e app li cant to answ e r at le ast th e first r i sk sp li tting qu e st i on furth e r 
compr i s e s the first risk-splitting question compris i ng comprises one of asking the 
applicant for the applicant's gross annual income, asking the applicant if the applicant 
has a car, asking the applicant if the applicant has a checking account, asking the 
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applicant if tlie applicant owns a residence, asking the applicant for the applicant's 
monthly housing or rent payment, asking the applicant if the applicant has a car loan, or 
asking the applicant how many credit cards the applicant has. 

32. (Currently Amended) [[A]] The system according to claim 12, wherein the 
means for generating the second risk splitting question generates the second risk 
splitting guestion based on the first response and a determination that a credit rating 
associated with the applicant meets a predetermined threshold value. 

th e m e ans for r e qu i r i ng i s furth e r configur e d for d e t e rm i n i ng that th e app li cant's 
cr e d i t rat i ng e xc ee ds a thr e sho l d va l u e b e for e r e qu i r i ng th e app li cant to answor tho 
second risk - sp li tt i ng qu e st i on. 

33. (Currently Amended) [[A]] The system according to claim 12, wherein 
furth e r compr i s i ng the first risk-splitting question compris i ng comprises one of asking 
the applicant for the applicant's gross annual income, asking the applicant if the 
applicant has a car, asking the applicant if the applicant has a checking account, asking 
the applicant if the applicant owns a residence, asking the applicant for the applicant's 
monthly housing or rent payment, asking the applicant if the applicant has a car loan, or 
asking the applicant how many credit cards the applicant has. 

34. (Currently Amended) [[A]] The computer program product according to 
claim 17, wherein the program code for selecting the second risk-splitting question is 
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further configured to determine that the applicant's credit rating exceeds a threshold 
value before selecting the second risk-splitting question. 

35. (Currently Amended) [[A]] The computer program product according to 
claim 17, wherein the program codo for ident i fy i ng tho app li cant based upon tho anowor 
to at l e ast th e first risk - sp li tt i ng qu e stion furth e r compr i ses the first risk-splitting question 
comprising comprises one of asking the applicant for the applicant's gross annual 
income, asking the applicant if the applicant has a car, asking the applicant if the 
applicant has a checking account, asking the applicant if the applicant owns a 
residence, asking the applicant for the applicant's monthly housing or rent payment, 
asking the applicant if the applicant has a car loan, or asking the applicant how many 
credit cards the applicant has. 

36. (Currently Amended) [[A]] The computer program product according to 
claim 19, wherein the program code for selecting the second risk-splitting question is 
further configured to determine that the applicant's credit rating exceeds a threshold 
value before selecting the second risk-splitting question. 

37. (Currently Amended) [[A]] The computer program product according to 
claim 19, wherein th e program codo for i d e ntify i ng tho applicant basod upon tho answer 
to at l e ast th e first r i sk - sp li tting qu e st i on furth e r compr i sos the first risk-splitting question 
compr i s i ng comprises one of asking the applicant for the applicant's gross annual 
income, asking the applicant if the applicant has a car, asking the applicant if the 
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applicant has a checking account, asking the applicant if the applicant owns a 
residence, asking the applicant for the applicant's monthly housing or rent payment, 
asking the applicant if the applicant has a car loan, or asking the applicant how many 
credit cards the applicant has. 

38. (Currently Amended) [[A]] The method according to claim 21 , wherein 
generating the second risk splitting question based on the first response and a 
determination that a credit rating associated with the applicant meets a predetermined 
threshold value- 
furth e r compr i s i ng d e t e rm i n i ng that th e appl i cant's cr e d i t rating exc ee ds a 

thr e sho l d va l u e b e for e r e quiring th e applicant to answ e r th e s e cond r i sk spl i tt i ng 
qu e st i on. 

39. (Currently Amended) [[A]] The method according to claim 21 , wherein 
requ i r i ng tho app l icant to answer at least th e first risk spl i tt i ng qu e stion further 
compris e s the first risk-splitting question compr i sing comprises one of asking the 
applicant for the applicant's gross annual income, asking the applicant if the applicant 
has a car, asking the applicant if the applicant has a checking account, asking the 
applicant if the applicant owns a residence, asking the applicant for the applicant's 
monthly housing or rent payment, asking the applicant if the applicant has a car loan, or 
asking the applicant how many credit cards the applicant has. 
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